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Did you know that . . . 

                      poverty in the Cordilleras  worsened in 2006? 

Poverty worsened in the Cordillera Administrative 
Region (CAR) in 2006. As per the latest estimates of 
the National Statistical Coordination Board (NSCB), 
the poverty incidence of families in CAR rose from 
25.8 percent in 2003 to 28.8 percent in 2006. Poverty 
incidence of families is the proportion of poor families 
to total families. In magnitude, the total number of poor 
families grew by 20.8 percent and stood at 87,050 
families in 2006.  
 
Similarly, poverty incidence of population, which is the 
proportion of poor individuals to the total population in 
the region, increased from 32.2 percent in 2003 to 
34.5 percent in 2006. In magnitude, the total number 
of poor individuals grew by 13.9 percent to reach  
506,823 individuals in 2006. 
 
The poverty line or the poverty threshold, which refers to the annual per capita income required or the amount to be 
spent to satisfy basic food requirements and other non-food basic needs, was higher in 2006 at P16,810. This means 
that the average person in CAR whose annual income falls below this level will be considered poor. Likewise, a family 
of five would need at least P84,050 annually in order not to be considered poor.  

 
On one hand, the poverty situation in Benguet, Mt. Province and Kalinga improved with the decline in poverty 
incidence of families and population in 2006. Benguet is the most improved in terms of poverty incidence among 
families with a decline of 2.8 percentage points and a drop by 18.4 percent in the number of poor families between 
2003 and 2006. On the other hand, the poverty situation in Abra, Apayao and Ifugao worsened with poverty incidence 
of families and population all posting higher rates in 2006. Apayao had the highest poverty incidence among families 
in CAR with a poverty rate of 57.5, followed by Abra at 50.1 percent and Ifugao at 30.9 percent. Abra had the largest 
number of poor families in the region with 22,484 families living below the poverty line. ………………………………… 
 
ANNUAL PER CAPITA POVERTY THRESHOLD, POVERTY INCIDENCE OF FAMILIES/POPULATION AND 
MAGNITUDE OF POOR FAMILIES/POPULATION BY PROVINCE, CAR: 2003 and 2006 
 

Annual Per Capita 
Poverty Threshold 

(Pesos) 

Poverty 
Incidence 

Among Families 
(Percent) 

Magnitude of Poor 
Families 

Poverty 
Incidence of 
Population     
(Percent) 

Magnitude of Poor 
Population 

Province 

2003 2006 2003 2006 2003 2006 2003 2006 2003 2006 
 CAR 14,033 16,810 25.8 28.80 72,084 87,050 32.2 34.5 445,036 506,823
 Abra 14,654 17,900 41.0 50.10 17,339 22,484 50.2 60.7 100,013 128,614
 Apayao 12,256 17,837 16.8 57.50 3,313 12,128 23.2 63.1 22,815 67,907
 Benguet 14,447 17,483 11.0 8.20 13,472 10,990 15.0 11.1 89,132 71,190
 Ifugao 13,148 15,556 28.1 30.90 9,069 11,082 35.5 40.3 60,226 69,605
 Kalinga 13,284 15,031 46.1 45.80 15,151 16,113 52.0 51.9 93,693 94,995
 Mt. Province 14,855 16,785 46.7 45.00 13,740 14,254 57.0 50.4 79,157 74,512
 
Source: National Statistical Coordination Board                                            

 

POVERTY INCIDENCE OF FAMILIES BY 
PROVINCE, CAR: 2003 and 2006 (In Percent)
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