TERMS OF REFERENCE 
FOR THE CONDUCT OF THE 5th MINDANAO STATISTICS CONGRESS 
I. BACKGROUND

 
As an offshoot to the 4th Mindanao Statistics Congress which was held last June 2007 in General Santos City, the 5th Mindanao Statistical Congress shall be undertaken in Zamboanga City. 
The forum shall attempt to gather statisticians and planners of Mindanao to share updates and new ideas that will promote the efficient use of statistics as a development tool. Moreover, the conduct of the Mindanao Statistical Congress will be a step towards promoting, enhancing and instilling wide awareness and appreciation of the importance and value that statistics provide to the different sectors of our society, while at the same time ensuring the support of the public at large in improving and enhancing the quality and standard of statistics in the country. Thus, the crucial role of statistics in the area-wide development must be given due recognition and importance.

The Mindanao Statistics Congress shall be a 2-day activity which shall be undertaken in collaboration with the Regional Statistical Coordination Committee (RSCC), the Western Mindanao Statistical Association (WMSA) and the academe.   

II. OBJECTIVES

The Mindanao Statistics Congress aims to:

a)  Provide a venue for planners, the academe and the local government to discuss statistical issues and information which are relevant to the development of the regions in Mindanao;
b)  Elicit the cooperation and support of statistician and professionals in related fields from the government, academe and private sector towards a more responsive statistical system; and
c)  Come up with recommendations to improve the statistical information system and sharing or adoption of statistical tools for better planning
III.  PARTICIPANTS


A total of 150 participants shall be invited to the Mindanao Statistical Congress. They shall include statisticians and planners from the various agencies of the government, academe, local government units (LGUs) and private companies in the five (5) regions in Mindanao. The breakdown of participants are as follows:


National Government Agencies



Academe


LGUs


Students


Others
III.  MECHANICS
The Congress shall be opened with a motorcade to be participated by the participating institutions. An opening program will follow consisting of a welcome/opening remarks by the City Mayor, introduction of participants and resources persons, and message from the Keynote Speaker who shall be Dr. Romulo A. Virola, Director General of NSCB. There shall be presentation of at least (3) three papers identified to be coming from NSCB, academe, etc. 
In the afternoon, participants shall be divided into groups according to topics. Paper writers interested to present scientific papers on any of the various topics on Statistics are enjoined to submit the abstract, together with an accomplished form (Form 1) for the submission of paper. A paper shall be presented by a resource person in each group. An open forum shall follow after each presentation. A facilitator and documenter shall be provided to assist in taking down notes issues raised by the participants. 

The 2nd day shall be a continuation of the presentation of papers which have not been presented during the first day. Presentation of papers is proposed to be presented by the Philippine Statistical Association (PSA) and Ateneo de Zamboanga University-College of Medicine.

Likewise a quiz bee/contest shall be undertaken to students from different participating schools. Other activities to be conduct are exhibits of statistical data/materials and brochures.

Among the possible topics to be discussed by each presenter include, but not limited to, the following:

· poverty

· statistical tools

· applied sciences

· agriculture

· gender sensitivity

· peace education

· researches conducted by LGUs

Moreover, a group of session organizers from the government, private sector and the academe has been formed to identify prospective paper writers, review the abstracts, identify discussants and serve as moderator for the sessions.
IV.  MANAGEMENT MECHANISM
A Steering Committee shall be created to oversee the conduct of the MindCon which shall consist of the following agencies:

Chair                      -    Ateneo de Zamboanga (AdZU) 
         Vice- Chair             -    NSCB
         Members:



NSO                       City Tourism Office


CHED                    City Planning Office of Zamboanga 


NEDA



WMSU


The following are the specific functions of the Steering Committee:  

a. To oversee the conduct of the Mindanao Statistical Congress;

b. To conduct regular meetings and make a follow through activities with the different working groups; 
c. To submit final report to the Regional Development Council (RDC) IX, NSCB and other concerned agencies for information/appropriate action.
Working Committees shall also be created to assist the Steering Committee. The Working Committees include the following:  
· Secretariat and Programs  (Chair: NSCB)
· Documentation/Proceedings (Chair: AdZU)
· Registration (Chair:  WMSU)
· Physical Arrangement and General Services (Chair: AdZU)

· Finance (Chair: NSO) 

· Promotions (Chair:  PopCom)
· Tour  (Chair: City Tourism)

· Committee for Social and Fellowship (Chair: NSCB)
Regular meetings shall be called by the Steering Committee Chair to discuss the progress of the preparation. Likewise, a meeting with the different working committee chairs and members shall also be convened from time to time for updates and to tackle problems and issues arising from the.  The meetings, upon agreement, shall be on rotation basis among the members of the RSCC.
V.  DATE AND VENUE

The 5th Mindanao Statistics Congress shall be held on October 9-10, 2008 to coincide with the celebration of National Statistics Month which is being held in October of every year. It shall be held at the Dominguez Hall, Ateneo de Zamboanga University. 

VI.  FUNDING REQUIREMENT 
 
Considering that there is limited resources to finance the activity, a registration fee of P1,500.00 shall be collected from the professional sector  and P1,000.00 from the students who are interested to participate in the various activities and forums during the 2-day activity. In order to augment funds, the Promotions committee shall conduct a fund-raising campaign through solicitations and ads/sponsoring promotions magazine.

The total cost of the 2-day activity is estimated to reach P 160,000.00. The following are the breakdown of expenses:
a) Honoraria of Resource Persons – P25,000.00

b) Tokens for the RPs – P 15,000.00 

c) Food - P 54,000.00

d) Supplies – P 40,000.00

e) Promotions – P 10,000.00

f) Contingency fund – P 16,000.00

         Total ---------- P 160,000.00    
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