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(05 March 2006, National Statistical Ceordination Board, Makati City

The National Anti-Poverty Commission remains steadfast and confideni that
by 2010, we can achieve the targets sef for poverty reduction, as enunciated
under the Medium Term Philippine Development Plan (2004-2010). However
ambitious these targets may seem, they are achigvable for as long as we
sustain our momentum towards higher economic growth and ensure equitabie
distribution of wealtn,

In 2006, upon instruction of President Gloria Macapagal Arrgyo, NAPC
together with all concemsd naticnal govermnment agencies, focused on
delivering real and social results to the people, especially to those that have
not felt the henefits apparent at the top of the economic pyramid -- the poor.

Since then, the national government embarked on critical interventions that
can ensure the delivery of socia! and economic investments that uplift the
quality of life of the people. The "8 by 08” Social Payback Agenda signalied
the acceleration of government's effoits in investing in people, particularly in
the areas of health, aducation, housing and hunger mitigation, aside from job
creation, cost of living, strong pesc, more investments, strong anti-terrorism
and green Philippines. The Accelerated Hunger Mitigation Program (AHMP)
was 250 immediately packaged I response D th2 fise in hungar incidence in
the country. More focused attention was given o pro-peor programs and
projects’ implementation and additional sllocations were earmarked.
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Recognizing that the fight against poverty cannot be won without our Jocal
champions at the ground, the National Anti-Poverty Commission pursued the
forging of stronger partnership and coordination with local governments. .
Localization and convergence of efforts at the local levels are now
aggressively being initiated. Synchronization of plans and activities including
capacity-building interventions are making headway towards improved
delivery of basic services, especialiy at the idertified priority provinces under
the AHMP,

With the growing need to promote conditions that assure better basic services
for the poor, it has becoma necassary to determine — with absoclute predision
— where the poor are, why thev are poor, and what service they require,
Thus, NAPC embarked on a naticnhwide initiative to promote among the local
governments the use of the Community-bDased Mornitoring System or CBMS —
a local-based poverty monitoring system. As of 22 February 2008, CBMS has
heen adopted by 46 provinces {20 of which are implementing CBMS province-
wide), 447 municipalities, 31 cities and about 11,634 barangays.



ALY all, AUUD and 4uus SawW QOVEIMMEnrs Inient mn ringing the uns o
progress to the poor. While poverly remains as our greatest chalienge, NAPC
under the leadership of the President, is resolite in exercising its mandate
iiowards achieving its targets to arrest hunger and improve the gualily of fife
of the poor.

Today, the latest officis! poverty esumales based on the 2006 NSO survey wit
nrovide us some guideposts for further action. This set of data is not mereh
a gauge of the country’s poverty situation and how many Filipino families aie
adversely affected in the varicus regions and provinces in the country; bui
more importantly, it would enabie us to frack sur targets in poverty raduction,
to analyze potential cbstacles in achieving these largels, and to diaw ur
adjustmerts and innovations, if needed, in order to meet fargets within set
fimeframe.

We nave won many battles aicng the way. But, much ramains 1o ba done to
win the war against poverty.



All in ali, 2006 and 20607 saw government’s intent in bringing the fruits of
progress to the poor. While poverty remains as our greatest challenge, NAPC,
under the leadership of the President, is resoiuke in exercising its mandate
itowards achisving its targets te arrest hunger and improve the gualily of fife
of the poor.

Today, the latest offiasl poverty s ba n the 2006 MNSO s ;
provide us some guideposts f for Tumer action. This set of data is not meraly
a gauge of the country’s poverty situation and how many Filipino families are
adversely affected in the var ious regions and pravinces in the counfry but

mora importantly, it would enavle us to rack our targets in poverty reduction,
to analyze polential obstacles in achieving these iargets, and to dirawy un
adjustments and innovations, if needed, in order to meetl targets within set
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We have won many battles aicng the way. But, much ramain
win the war against poverty.



