PAGE  
ICMDGS 2007

Workshop Rationale and Mechanics

as of 1/10/2007 8:04PM

International Conference on the Millennium Development Goals Statistics

WORKSHOP ON THE WAY FORWARD

Rationale and objectives

The Way Forward Workshop is envisioned to come up with recommendations on statistical development and cooperation initiatives that can address key data/capacity gaps and deficiencies in MDG data generation and compilation, both at country and international levels.  These measures may serve as a common reference for planning and coordination of country and international development activities and resource mobilization. 

The discussion of strategic plans at this stage in the monitoring of progress of the MDGs and onward is crucial to ensuring that the major gaps will be filled and the deficiencies addressed before 2015, and that data flow can be sustained afterward.

This workshop session aims to

· enjoin country and international data compilers/coordinators to collectively identify possible solutions to the identified major common/peculiar issues in MDG data generation, compilation and dissemination/communication;

· provide international organizations, including their respective country teams/offices, with a reference/guide on the specific priority concerns and countries where their technical expertise and resources would be needed and could be most effectively utilized; and

· recommend a mechanism/system for more systematic/structured coordination and monitoring of international development activities and resource mobilization for MDG statistics, at the country and international levels.

Mechanics

1. The Workshop will break out into four (4) sessions as follows:

Group 1 - Asia and the Pacific 1



Cambodia

Indonesia

Lao PDR



Malaysia

Myanmar

Philippines


Thailand

Timor-Leste

Viet Nam

Group 2 - Asia and the Pacific 2

Afghanistan

Azerbaijan 

Bangladesh

Bhutan


Fiji Islands

India


Maldives

Mongolia

Nepal


Papua New Guinea
Republic of Armenia 
Sri Lanka



Group 3 – Africa, Latin and the Caribbean, and Europe

Czech Republic 
Germany

Mexico 


Slovenia

Swaziland

Zambia

Group 4 - International organizations



ADB


ASEAN Secretariat
ILO

UNDP


UNDP
Swaziland
UNESCAP

UNICEF Philippines
UNSD

2. Each breakout session will be facilitated by a designated chairperson, and is expected to assign a member of the group to help document issues and recommendations that may result from the discussion.  An LCD projector and a laptop computer will be provided to each group for use in the sessions.  

3. A standard template will be distributed to serve as main reference and material for the session. The chairperson is expected to clarify further issues on the template during the session, while a member of the ICMDGS secretariat will be assigned to assist each group in filling in the standard template.

4. Each group shall be given 150 minutes to agree, validate and/or prioritize major gaps/deficiencies and challenges, and to recommend statistical development activities that can address these problems.  Participants are advised to revisit their respective countries’/institutions’ priorities and commitments and to draw from the discussion in the earlier sessions of the Conference.

Group 4 - the international organizations, in particular, will also be requested to discuss issues with and to recommend a more structured mechanism/system for coordination and monitoring of international activities and resources for MDG data development.


Proposed workshop activities and time allocation

	a. Discuss further details of the template
	10 min

	b. Agree on/validate and prioritize issues/problems to be addressed
	60 min

	c. Recommend short- or medium-term measures/ solutions, and indicative timeframe of implementation
	60 min

	d. Identify required inputs/resources and possible sponsoring/assisting institution/s (including governments) 
	20 min


6. After the breakout sessions, the chairpersons, assisting workshop members, and ICMDGS Secretariat will meet briefly to discuss the workshop synthesis as well as the next steps, which will be presented in the Way Forward session on the last day (3 October 2007, Wednesday, 11:00-12:10). 

--- end ---
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