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This presentation is entitled, "Good Practices for Reducing Data Gaps" and it will try to show a number of selected data gaps that exist in the NSO of Papua New Guinea.  The paper will cover the interventions that the government is making in its effort to bridge or improve these data gaps.  The interventions are in essence the good practices that are the core subject of this paper.

The Years after the 2004 (PNG) MDG Report

The introduction of the Millennium Development Goals by the UN into the government development planning process has lifted the awareness and advocacy of the MDG concept to new heights, both at the national and provincial level.  The release of the first MDG country report in 2004 set the benchmark for National Statistical Office (NSO) to seriously take stock of its situation in terms of data issues.  

This paper will present a summary table of indicators to show the improvements that have been made since the 2004 PNG Millennium Development Goals Report.

Papua New Guinea ranks in the lower half in the Oceania region in terms of the availability of most MDG Indicators.  This means two things, either data exist as administrative records at the department (sector) level or it could mean that there is a need to carryout a new survey to capture the information.  The saying that we are data rich information poor is true that data exists as administrative records.  What we need to do sooner is to collect or get all the data into the National Statistical Offices, who will then conduct further analysis, produce final reports and deliver this to the Government Department/Agency responsible for monitoring and reporting it to the national and international authorities.

Interventions to reduce data gaps

.

The interventions in essence are the good practices that the government is taking to reduce data gaps.  The project(s) and implementation strategies are in the forefront now of the activities being carried out and this is better illustrated in the two playing fields (implementing agencies) set out below.

1. Statistical Services (NSO)

The National Statistical Office (NSO) conducts surveys and collects statistics on major social and economic areas; the core surveys are listed below.  Statistical indicators for the MDGs are derived from these surveys and censuses.  

· Census (2000 & 2010)

Data Analysis (2000)

2000 Census Final Figures

· Demographic & Health Survey (1996 & 2006)

1996 Data Analysis & Report

· Household Income & Expenditure Survey 

1977 Base Year

2008 (Rebase) Survey

· National Economic Accounts

Yearly Reports

· Data Coordination & Research

Capacity Building

Administrative Data from Govt. Departments

Quality and Comparability of Data

· DevInfo 

Installation and Training

Provincial Rollout

Advocacy

MDG Statistics

· PNG Composite MDG Index (CMI)

Why PNG Needs the CMI

2. Department of National Planning and Monitoring (DNP&M)

The Department of National Planning and Monitoring (DNP&M) implements and enforces the government’s development policies and strategies.  The MDG report is ultimately compiled and produced by this department.  The NSO and the DNP&M are lead partners in advocating, creating awareness and implementing the MDG Coordination and Implementation Project, and other MDG related activities.

· MDG Coordination & Implementation Project

MDG Advocacy & Awareness

DevInfo Training & Roll Out Program

Problem(s)

Availability and Statistical Capacity

Availability of data and the statistical capacity of the country can much be aligned to the level of development that we are at now.  

Data availability and statistical capacity at the national and provincial level do not complement each other well.  

Data from administrative records must be checked for quality and reliability for international comparability.  Do we have the technical capacity to carryout this checks, in terms of data analysis and dissemination of statistical information.. 

The introduction of DevInfo technology as the recommended tool for coordinating and compiling statistics at the national level (NSO) has brought another challenge to the efforts of NSO to intensify its work on MDG statistics as well as all other statistics.

Organizational Structure and Policy

What can we (PNG) learn by sharing other countries experiences?

PNG can learn a lot.  

The experience that benefits a member country from continually attending and by being exposed to international meetings impacts positively on participants.  Their contribution to the MDG agenda on return from these meetings does improve, especially where NSO and government have now come to realized the importance of commitment and continuity through appointment of persons qualified and experienced to implement the activities of MDG and MDG statistics.

This is a step forward in our effort to raise advocacy for MDG at the national and provincial level.

