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1. INTRODUCTION

Zambia signed the MDGs declaration in 2000 together with other United Nations member states at the UN headquarters in New York, United States of America. The signing of the MDGs declaration meant that Zambia was to periodically review its position on the eight goals to be achieved by 2015.

The MDGs review started with the first progress report for 2003. Thereafter, another MDGs progress report was prepared in 2005. Currently, Zambia is in the process of producing another MDGs progress report for 2007. These reports are found on the UNDP Area Office website for Zambia (www.undp.org.zm).

2. MDG’s TASK FORCE (IAEG)

The Ministry of Finance and National Planning (MoFNP) is spearheading the activities of the MDGs Task Force. This Task Force is assuming the terms of reference of the Inter-Agency and Expert Group (IAEG) on MDGs monitoring.

Membership is drawn from the following institutions:-




i). All Government line ministries




ii). Quasi Government organisations, eg. Bank of 

                                          Zambia, Zambia Revenue Authority, etc.




iii). All United Nations family members




iv). Civil Society Organisations (CSO),




v). Multilateral Institutions (World Bank, International

                                          Monetary Fund)




vi). Bilateral Institutions such as USAID, JICA, DFID, 

                                           SIDA, GTZ, EU, etc.

 
National meetings for the IAEG on MDGs are held annually where all 

            stakeholders are represented. Some members of the MDGs Task Force were

            selected to review the 2007 Zambia MDGs draft report. However, Thematic 

           Groups on MDGs targets meet regularly to discuss progress. Thematic Groups

           on MDGs are equated to Sector Advisory Groups (SAGs).

3. SECTOR ADVISORY GROUPS (SAGs)

Zambia’s economy was restructured in the early 1990’s to accommodate ‘free market economy’ ideology. Thus, Zambia’s economy is liberalised. As a way of monitoring the mitigating effects of structural adjustments on Zambians, the Ministry of Finance and National Planning (MoFNP) together with the rest of stakeholders formed the Sector Advisory Groups (SAGs).


It should be mentioned that the focus of SAGs initially was to review progress 

            on poverty reducing community based programmes and projects. These 

            community programmes and projects were initiated during the Poverty 

            Reduction Strategy Programme (PRSP). The World Bank and the International 

            Monetary Fund played a major role in their advisory capacities to the Zambian 

            Government.


Membership of  SAGs was drawn from the following institutions:-





i). All Government line ministries





ii). All quasi Government institutions





iii). All members of the United Nations family





iv). Civil Society Organisations





v). Multilateral Institutions (World Bank, International 

                                                     Monetary Fund),





vi). Bilateral Institutions, i.e. USAID, CIDA, SIDA, 

                                                      GTZ, JICA, EU, etc


After the formulation of the Fifth National Development Plan (FNDP) for the 

            period 2006 and 2010, SAGs have now embraced a wider role of monitoring 

            progress on all Government programmes and projects. Each sector has its own 

            indicators to monitor.

4. MONITORING AND EVALUATION OF FIFTH NATIONAL DEVELOPMENT PLAN (FNDP)

The Fifth National Development Plan (FNDP) covering the period 2006-2010 was formulated with the MDGs in focus. Thus, Sector Advisory Groups (SAGs) are in reality monitoring the performance of annual budgets vis-à-vis the impact they have on standard of living of Zambians.

Besides the SAGs, the Ministry of Finance and National Planning formed the FNDP Steering Committee on Monitoring and Evaluation. This committee has an added responsibility of reviewing the statistical methodologies of collecting and disseminating data. Other terms of reference are to monitor the indicators in each sector of the economy as shown in the FNDP report.

Membership of FNDP Steering Committee is similar to SAGs. Mid term and annual reviews are held under the guidance of MoFNP regarding FNDP monitoring.

5. AREAS OF IMPROVEMENT IN REPORTING MDGs PROGRESS
In Zambia, reporting of MDGs indicators is usually done through biannual reports. Thus, so far, Zambia has managed to disseminate two reports for 2003 and 2005. The report for 2007 will be disseminated to the public later in either the month of October or November 2007. UNDP Area Office in Zambia is doing a commendable job in ensuring that Government of Zambia produces the MDGs progress reports as scheduled.

There is still need to improve on the reporting of MDGs indicators on regular basis by Government of Zambia to the international statistical system. There seem to be lack of clear guidelines on the reporting arrangements to the international statistical system.

Another area of concern is the lack of a national strategy on statistical development in Zambia. Data collecting institutions need to have a sense of belonging. There is a need for Zambia to come up with a statistical regulatory body. It can assume the position of a Statistical Board with membership drawn from all major players in statistics compilation and dissemination.

In Zambia, Central Statistical Office is a Department under the Ministry of Finance and National Planning (MoFNP). As a result, the Department has no legal mandate to institute control measures on quality of statistics produced by other stakeholders in the sector. This can only be achieved through the formulation of the National Strategy for Development of Statistics (NSDS). Central Statistical Office needs to undertake more specialised studies so as to fill the data gaps on MDGs indicators. Some of the MDGs indicators have not been monitored due to lack of or outdated data.

6. CONCLUSION

Zambia has adopted bi- annual reporting on MDGs indicators. There might be need to report on more regular basis so as to maintain the momentum. The UNDP Area Office in Zambia is doing a commendable job by ensuring that the Government of Zambia reports to the international organisations as scheduled.

The incorporation of MDGs indicators in the Fifth National Development Plan (FNDP) has enhanced the reporting mechanism on MDGs at National level. However, there is still need to improve on reporting of statistical indicators to the international statistical system. This can be achieved through the formulation of the National Strategy for the Development of Statistics (NSDS) for Zambia.

The Task Force on MDGs (IAEG) in Zambia meets annually. The annual meetings draw membership from all stakeholders. Besides the Task Force on MDGs, Zambia has formed Thematic Groups to look at individual targets.

