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1. Introduction

In order to achieve some targeted progress in poverty, education, health, gender equality, sustainable environment and  strengthening inter country co-ordination for development, the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) have been adopted by the United Nations, which contain a set of development activities agreed upon during a series of global conferences over the preceding decade. After review and editing by the United Nations Secretariat, IMF, OECD and The World Bank, the objectives were published in September 2001 as a set of 8 major goals accompanied by 18 targets and 48 indicators for measuring progress towards the goals.

The eight major MDGs are as follows:

Eradicate Extreme Poverty and Hunger

Achieve Universal Primary Education

Promote Gender Equality and Empower Women

Reduce Child Mortality

Improve Maternal Health

Combat HIV/AIDS, Malaria and other Diseases

Ensure Environmental Sustainability

Develop a Global Partnership for Development

As a member of the United Nations, Bangladesh has taken a comprehensive approach to achieve the millennium development goals. Government of Bangladesh has prepared a policy document entitled "Unlocking the potential: National Strategy for Accelerated Poverty Reduction" which is termed as PRSP. This document has outlined a number of policy measures for achieving the millennium development goals. 

Declaration of goals may mean nothing if efforts are not made to achieve the goals. In order to ensure the movement of the economy along the right track to achieve the goals, it is important that the progress towards attainment of goals are regularly monitored. 

Bangladesh Bureau of Statistics, as the national statistical organization is mandated to monitor the progress of MDGs by conducting periodic surveys and ad-hoc surveys. At present, the following surveys are providing data for monitoring MDGs:

Household Income and Expenditure Survey

Poverty Monitoring Survey

Child Nutrition Survey

Multiple Indicator Cluster Survey

Vital Registration Survey

Demographic Survey

Population Census

Labour Force Survey

Based on the above surveys are censuses, the achievements in Millennium Development Goals are given below:

2. Poverty Situation (GOAL-1)

2.1 Income Measures of Poverty
The state of poverty of the country is estimated broadly by two methods namely, the Direct Calorie Intake (DCI) Method and the Cost of Basic Need (CBN) Method. The DCI Method is being used by BBS from the very beginning of the Household Expenditure Survey. The Cost of Basic Needs Method was first introduced in 1991-92 HES. Since then, two poverty estimates derived from the two methods are provided for comparison. There exist both merits and demerits of the two methods. In the DCI method, the calorie threshold of 2122 k. cal. is used for determining the poverty line. It does not take into account either the income of the households or the price of the food items. Therefore, this method is a crude measure where only food intake in terms of calorie is used for poverty estimation. There is an argument that DCI method estimates "undernourishment" not poverty as it does not take care of other welfare issues. However, the estimate is easy to understand because of the simplicity and transparency of the standard used. 

The Cost of Basic Needs (CBN) method takes care of the lapses in DCI method. The CBN method sets the poverty line by computing the cost of food basket enabling households to meet pre-determined nutritional requirements and adding to this an allowance for basic nonfood consumption. Under CBN method price differential over time and across areas are taken into account by costing the food items in the fixed bundle using area specific prices prevailing each year. The complexity of the CBN method is that it requires more data than DCI method and its computation is rather complicated. The poverty headcount ratios obtained from HES by these two methods over the years are provided below:

2.2 Poverty Head Count Ratio by Direct Calorie Intake (DCI) Method
The Poverty HCR over the last two decades by DCI method has been presented in Table-1. It is revealed from the table that over the last two decades the poverty headcount ratio has decreased by 30 percentage points with an average decrease of 1.3 percentage points annually. It is also evident from the Table that decline in poverty in the rural area was comparatively more pronounced than in the urban area. The decline was 32.9 percentage points in the rural area as against 24.8 percentage points in the urban area. This might have happened due to more influx of urban slum population because of landlessness, land erosion and other social deprivations.

Table-1: Poverty Head Count Ratio by DCI Method 1981- 82 to 2000.

	Survey
	% of population below poverty line

	
	National
	Rural
	Urban

	2005
	40.4
	39.5
	43.2

	2004
	40.9
	40.1
	43.6

	2000
	44.3
	42.3
	52.5

	1995-96
	47.5
	47.1
	49.7

	1991-92
	47.5
	47.6
	46.7

	1988-89
	47.8
	47.8
	47.6

	*1985-86
	55.6
	54.7
	62.6

	*1983-84
	62.6
	61.9
	67.7

	*1981-82
	71.0
	73.0
	68.0


Sources : BBS, HIES various years, PMS 2004

*Poverty estimates were based on 2200 k.cal and for other years 2122 k.cal

2.3 Poverty Head Count Ratio by Cost of Basic Needs (CBN) Method

Poverty Head Count Ratio by CBN method during the last decade has been presented in Table-2. It may be noted that CBN poverty measures use two poverty lines, the upper poverty line and the lower poverty line. For convenience of analysis, the upper poverty line has been used in the present report.

Table-2 : Poverty Head Count Ratio by CBN Method (using upper poverty line), 1991-92 to 2000.
	Survey
	% of population below poverty line

	
	National
	Rural
	Urban

	2005
	40.0
	43.8
	28.4

	2000      
	49.8
	53.0
	36.6

	1995-96
	51.0
	55.2
	29.4

	1991-92
	58.8
	61.2
	44.9


Source :
BBS, HIES various years, World Bank, 2003, Poverty in Bangladesh Building on Progress.

2.4 Gender Variation in Poverty

Poverty headcount ratio for male headed and female headed households have been presented in Table-3. It is observed from the table that  at the aggregate level and for the rural area the headcount ratio is higher for male headed households compared to female headed households. On the other hand , headcount ratio for female headed households is higher in the urban areas than the male headed households.

Table 3 : Poverty Head Count Ratio by Gender  using  CBN Method (using upper and lower poverty line poverty line) 2000.

	Gender of Household Head
	% of population below poverty line

(using upper poverty line)

	
	Total
	Rural
	Urban

	Male

Female
	49.9

48.0
	53.1

51.6
	36.6

37.0

	
	% of population below poverty line(using lower poverty line)

	Male

Female
	37.7

34.2
	37.4

37.7
	18.7

23.2


Source: BBS, Report of the Household Income and Expenditure Survey, 2000, March 2003

Incidence of poverty by sex of head of household by Direct Calorie Intake (DCI) method has been presented in Table-4. 

Table-4 : Incidence of Poverty by Sex of Head of Households by DCI Method.

	Residence
	Percentage of Population

	
	Absolute Poverty

(< 2122 K. cal)
	Hard Core Poverty

(< 1805 K. cal)

	
	Men-headed
	Women-headed
	Men-headed
	Women-headed

	1988-89

	National
	47.8
	44.5
	27.7
	32.0

	Rural
	47.9
	42.3
	28.5
	33.0

	Urban
	47.6
	49.0
	26.2
	35.7

	2000

	National
	44.0
	49.1
	19.6
	26.4

	Rural
	41.0
	47.7
	18.4
	54.6

	Urban
	52.4
	53.3
	24.4
	27.7


Source : BBS, HIES.

2.5 Income Inequality

Over the years inequality has increased indicating uneven distribution of income in  recent years. It is observed that the gini coefficient increased from 0.39 in 1981-82 to 0.47 in 2000, with a slight reduction in 2004. The distribution in income has been more unequal in urban areas compared to rural areas.

Table -5: Inequality in Income Distribution 1981-82 to 2004.

	Survey year
	National
	Rural
	Urban

	1981-82
	0.39
	0.36
	0.41

	1983-84
	0.36
	0.35
	0.37

	1985-86
	0.37
	0.36
	0.37

	1988-89
	0.38
	0.37
	0.38

	1991-92
	0.39
	0.36
	0.40

	1995-96
	0.43
	0.38
	0.44

	2000
	0.47
	0.43
	0.50

	2004
	0.45
	0.43
	0.49

	2005
	0.47
	0.43
	0.50


Source: BBS, HIES and PMS

2.6 Proportion of Income in the Lowest Quintile and the Highest Quintile. 

The proportion of income in the lowest and highest quintile has been presented in Table-6. It is observed that the ratio of income of highest quintile to lowest quintile was stable from 1981-82 to 1991-92. It ranges from 6.0 to 7.0. But in 1995-96 it increased to 8.8 and increased furthers to 11.0 in 2000. This indicates income concentration in the higher income groups occurred from 1995-96 onwards and the income share of the lowest quintile has correspondently reduced with slight increase in 2005.
Table-6: Proportion of Income in the Lowest and Highest Quintile. 

	Survey year
	Lowest Quintile
	Highest Quintile
	Ratio of highest quintile to lowest quintile

	1981-82
	6.64
	45.32
	6.8

	1983-84
	7.20
	43.38
	6.0

	1985-86
	6.99
	46.04
	6.0

	1988-89
	6.64
	46.20
	7.0

	1991-92
	6.52
	44.87
	6.9

	1995-96
	5.71
	50.08
	8.8

	2000
	4.97
	55.0
	11.0

	2004 (PMS)
	4.70
	52.0
	11.1

	2005
	5.26
	52.7
	10.1


Source: BBS, HIES and PMS

2.7 Child Nutrition Status

Child nutrition status is a good indicator of poverty of the households. Data obtained from different rounds of Child Nutrition Surveys conducted by BBS indicate that the child nutrition status is improving over the years. The nutrition status of children in terms of stunting, wasting and underweight has been provided in Table-7. It may be mentioned that "Stunting" indicates reduced linear growth compared to the expected growth in child of same age, wasting means a deficit body weight compared to the expected weight for the same height or length, underweight indicates a deficit in body weight compared to expected weight for the same age. It is seen from the table that stunting was 66% in 1989-90 and reduced to 46% in 2005. Wasting also reduced during the period, it was 15% in 1989-90 and reduced to 12% in 2000 Underweight reduced from 67% in 1989-90 to 40% in 2005.

Table-7: Nutrition Status of Children (6-71 month) 89-90 to 2000.

	Nutrition Status

indicators
	2005
	2000
	1995-96
	1992
	1989-90

	Stunting (height for age)
	
	 
	
	
	

	% below 2 std.
	46
	49
	51
	61
	66

	% below 3 std
	19
	19
	24
	88
	

	Wasting ( weight for height)
	
	
	
	
	

	% below 2 std.
	15
	12
	17
	17
	15

	% below 3 std.
	3
	1
	3
	2
	

	Underweight (weight for age)
	
	
	
	
	

	% below 2 std.
	40
	51
	57
	68
	67

	% below 3 std.
	11
	13
	18
	25
	


Source: BBS, Child Nutrition survey, various years. 

Despite significant improvement in child nutrition status the current status is far from satisfactory. A lot of efforts need to directed to this area to achieve desired level of child nutrition. Experts say, child malnutrition is not only due to poverty, but knowledge gap of the parents about required food combination of the child. 

2.8 : Child Nutrition Status by Gender

Child nutrition status by gender obtained from Child Nutrition  Survey 2000 has been presented in Table-8. It is observed that Table in case of  wasting  and stunting the condition of girls is slightly better than boys. However, in case of severe underweight, the condition of girls is worse than boys. 

Table-8:
Gender Differences in Prevalence of Wasting, Stunting and under weight, CMNS 2005

	Indicators
	Gender
	Severe

(z-score<-3.00)
	Moderate

(z-score<-3.00 to-2.01)
	Total

	wasting
	Boys

Girls
	3.3

2.5
	11.1

12.0
	14.5

14.5

	stunting 
	Boys

Girls
	19.4

18.6
	27.7

26.8
	47.1

45.3

	underweight
	Boys

Girls
	9.9

11.9
	30.4

27.1
	40.3

39.0


Source: BBS, CMNS 2005
3.  Universal Primary Education   (GOAL –2)

One of the objectives of the MDGs and also the PRSP, formulated by the GOB, is to achieve universal primary education for all boys and girls by the year 2015. The achievements in the education sector including net enrolment in primary schools over the years have been presented in the following paragraphs.

3.1 Primary School Enrolment Rate (6-10) Years by Gender

The primary school enrolment rate is an important indicator of performance for school attendance of the primary school age children. It is defined by the ratio of the children aged 6-10 years enrolled in the primary school to the total number of children in the same age group expressed in percentage. The primary school enrolment rate increased from 69.8% in 1993 to 83.0% in 2000 with some annual fluctuation. It is interesting to rate that enrolment rate for girls was higher than that for boys in 1995 and onward. This is a result of that to government scholarship programme for primary school.

Table-9 : Primary School Net Enrolment Rate

	Sex of Children
	Enrolment rate

	
	2005
	2003
	2000
	1999
	1997
	1996
	1995
	1994
	1993

	Both sex
	87.2
	83
	81.8
	78.3
	81.5
	78.8
	82.0
	81.3
	69.8

	Male
	-
	81
	80.7
	76.9
	80.0
	78.5
	81.7
	81.5
	70.2

	Female
	-
	84
	82.8
	79.7
	82.9
	79.1
	82.2
	81.0
	69.3


Sources:
BBS, National Report on follow up to the World Summit for Children and MICS.

3.2   Literacy Rate of Population 7 Years and over by Sex

Literacy rate of population 7 years and over has increased. It may be mentioned that the literacy rate is defined in many ways by different organizations. The strict definition, following the international usage, is used by the national censuses conducted by the Bangladesh Bureau of Statistics. According to this definition a person is treated as literate if he/she can write a letter in any language. According to this definition, the literacy rate of the country stands at 51.9% in 2005. Literacy rates of population by sex in different years have been presented in Table-10. It is observed that literacy rate increased by 25.91 percentage points in the last twenty years. The rate of increase is less than 1 percentage point per annum. It is heartening to note that increase of female literacy rate was higher than that of males. Over the last 20 years, male literacy rate increased by 21.96 percentage points, as against 30.59 percentage points for the female.

Table-10 : Literacy Rate of Population 7 Years and Above, 1981 - 2001.

	Census year
	Literacy rate 7+

	
	Both Sexes
	Male
	Female

	2005
	51.9
	55.8
	48.1

	2004
	47.00
	51.10
	42.90

	2001
	45.32
	49.56
	40.83

	1991
	32.40
	38.90
	25.15

	1981
	25.99
	33.84
	17.51


Source : Population Census 2001, Analytical Report (Provisional)and PMS 2004 and HIES 2005

3.3 Adult Literacy Rate of Population 15 Years and Above by Sex.

Adult literacy rate is an important indicator of past performance of educational attainment by the population of the country. Adult literacy rate obtained from different censuses of the country has been presented in Table-11. It is observed that adult literacy rate was 29.2% in 1981 and it increased to 51.6% in 2005. Indicating 22.4 percentage points increase over the last two decades. For the males, it increased from 39.7% to 57.2%, the increase being 17.5% percentage points. The increase for the females over the last decades more than doubled,  it increased from 18.0% in 1981 to 45.8% in 2005. It is notable that increase in the adult literacy rate is more pronounced in the rural areas compared to urban areas. 

Table-11 : Adult Literacy Rate of Population 15 Years and Over, 1981 to 2001.

	Locality
	Adult Literacy Rate

	
	2005
	2001
	1991
	1981

	
	Both Sex
	Male
	Female
	Both Sex
	Male
	Female
	Both Sex
	Male
	Female
	Both Sex
	Male
	Female

	Bangladesh
	51.6
	57.2
	45.8
	47.5
	53.9
	40.80
	35.3
	44.3
	25.8
	29.2
	39.7
	18.0

	Rural
	47.4
	53.0
	41.6
	41.9
	47.9
	35.9
	30.1
	38.7
	21.5
	25.4
	35.4
	15.3

	Urban
	68.3
	73.8
	62.7
	64.3
	70.3
	57.1
	54.4
	62.6
	44.0
	48.1
	58.0
	34.1


Source : BBS, Population Census-2001 Analytical Report (Provisional), SVRS- 2004

4. Gender Dimension (GOAL - 3)

Gender equality is a core development issue, which needs to be addressed properly Bangladesh has achieved considerable progress in women empowerment and removing gender gaps. The progress achieved in gender equality has been presented in the following paragraphs.

4.1 Employment by Sex

Employed population by sex in 2002-2003 has been presented in Table 12. It is observed that of the total employed population of 44.3 million, 34.5 million were male and 9.8 million were female. The proportion of male and female employed population 77.9 % and  22.1% respectively.

Table-12:
Employed Persons 15 Years and Over by Broad Economic Sector and Sex, 2002-2003.

	Broad economic sector
	Both Sexes
	Male
	Female

	
	No

million
	%
	No.

million
	%
	No
	%

	Total
	44.3
	100.0
	34.5
	77.9
	9.8
	22.1

	Agriculture
	22.9
	100.0
	17.2
	75.0
	5.8
	25.0

	Non-agriculture:
	21.4
	100.0
	17.3
	80.8
	4.1
	19.2

	Industry
	15.3
	100.0
	13.1
	85.6
	2.3
	14.4

	Services
	6.1
	100.0
	4.2
	68.9
	1.8
	31.1


Source: BBS, LFS 2002-2003

Relatively higher proportion of women are employed in services sector, followed sequentially by agriculture and industry. 

4.2. Participation in Educational Institution

Percentage of female students in different educational institutions has increased over the years as shown in Table-13 In 1981, the female student in primary school was 38.8%, which increased to 49.0% in 2001. The increase of female students in the secondary school is more dramatic. It increased from 25% in 1981 to 51.9% in 2001. This may be the impact of female secondary scholarship programme introduced by the government. Thus Bangladesh has achieved gender parity at primary and secondary level. The percentage of girls students also increased in the colleges and the universities.

Table-13:
Participation of Male and Female Students in Educational Institution over the Years.

(Percentage)

	Year


	Percent of male and female

	
	Primary
	Secondary
	College
	University

	
	Male
	Female
	Male
	Female
	Male
	Female
	Male
	Female

	2001
	51.0
	49.0
	48.1
	51.9
	62.1
	37.9
	75.8
	24.2

	1991
	54.7
	45.3
	66.5
	33.5
	74.8
	25.2
	78.9
	21.1

	1981
	61.2
	38.8
	75.0
	25.0
	81.8
	18.2
	81.5
	18.5


Source: Ministry of Woman and Children Affairs (MWCA), Statistical Profile of Women in Bangladesh, and BBS, December 2002.

4.3. Ratio of Literate Females to Males of 20-24 Year of Age
The age specific literacy rate is not obtained from National Censuses. However, school attendance rate of students of 20-24 age group are available from censuses. This is used as a proxy for measuring rates of literate females to males of age 20-24 years. The table shows that the ratio has increased tremendously over the years.

Table-14 : Ratio of 20-24 Year Old Literate Females to Males 

	Year
	Ratio of literate females to males

	
	National
	Rural
	Urban

	1981
	0.20
	0.17
	0.26

	1991
	0.28
	0.22
	0.40

	2001
	0.47
	0.44
	0.50


Source: BBS, Population Census 2001: Analytical Report (Provisional)

4.4 Women’s Participation in Public Sector/Govt. Services, 1991 and 2002

Women’s participation in public sector/government. Service has been presented in Table-15. It is seen from the table that participation of women in public service is still low and the increase over the last 10 years can not be claimed to be satisfactory. In 1991, the percentage of female employees was 7.9% and in 2002, it increased to 9.7%. The increase over the period is only 1.8 percentage points. Among different categories of officials, increase was the highest among the class  IV employees, 2.2 percentage points. The increase in case of class I officers was only 1.6 percentage point.

Table-15: Percentage of Women in Different Service Category 1999-2002

	Service Category
	2002
	1991

	
	Male
	Female
	Male
	Female

	Class I
	91.8
	8.2
	93.4
	6.6

	Class II
	92.8
	7.2
	93.3
	6.7

	Class III
	88.6
	11.4
	89.3
	10.7

	Class IV
	93.9
	6.1
	96.1
	3.9

	Total Categories
	90.3
	9.7
	92.1
	7.9


Source: Statistical Profile of Women in Bangladesh MWCA and Bangladesh Bureau of Statistics

4.5 Proportion of Seats held by Women in National Parliament 

Bangladesh Parliament has 300 seats and 30 seats were reserved for women up to 2005.  Recently the number of reserve seats has been raised to 45. In general seats the percentage of women seat is 2% which was only 0.7% in 1991.

Table-16: Parliamentary Seats Won by Women 

	Year
	Total seats
	Women seats
	% of Women seat to total seats

	1991
	300
	2
	0.7

	1996
	300
	4
	1.3

	2001
	300
	6
	2.0


 Source: BBS, Statistical pocket Book

5. Reduction of Child Mortality ( Goal-4)

5.1 : Under 5 Mortality Rate

Under five mortality rate is defined by the probability of dying between birth and exactly five years of age multiplied by 100. The under five mortality rate was 151 in 1990 which reduced to 76 in 2002 and further reduced to 74 in 2004.

5.2 Infant Mortality Rate 

Infant Mortality Rate (IMR) is an important indicator for assessment of the overall health and sanitation condition of the country. It is observed in Table-17 that infant mortality rate decreased to a great extent over the period. In 1991, it was 92 per thousand live births, which reduced to 52 in 2004. In the rural area, it was 94 in 1991, which reduced to 55 in 2004, and in urban area, it reduced from 69 to 41 during the period. 

Table-17: Infant Mortality Rate 1991 and 2001

	Year
	Sex
	National
	Rural
	Urban

	2005
	Both Sexes
	52
	55
	41

	
	Male
	57
	58
	52

	
	Female
	47
	51
	30

	2003
	Both Sexes
	53
	57
	40

	
	Male
	55
	58
	42

	
	Female
	51
	55
	37

	1991
	Both Sexes
	92
	94
	69

	
	Male
	95
	98
	72

	
	Female
	90
	95
	65


Source: BBS, Report on SVRS, June 2003

5.3: Proportion  of Child Immunized Against Measles 

The proportion of children aged 12-13 months who received immunization against measles has been shown in Table-18. It is seen that coverage of immunization doses against measles increased over the years at national level. It increased in rural areas  but slightly reduced in urban areas. It was 79.4% in 1996 and increased to 83.4% in 2003 and further increased to 87.2% in 2006.
Table-18: Proportion of Children (12-13 month) Immunized Against Measles 

	Year
	Bangladesh
	Rural
	urban

	1996
	79.4
	78.4
	87.9

	2003
	83.4
	82.5
	87.1

	2006
	87.2
	86.7
	88.6


Source: MICS Different rounds
6 . Improvement in Maternal Health (Goal-5)

6.1 Maternal Mortality Rate
Maternal mortality rate is defined by number of deaths of women due to pregnancy related causes per 100,000 live births. Bangladesh Bureau of Statistics uses 1,000 live births as the denominator.  

Maternal mortality rate is still high in Bangladesh. It may be mentioned that the definition of maternal mortality has been changed in the recent years as per decision of 10th revision of International Classification of Diseases (ICD).The maternal mortality rate of Bangladesh is given in Table- 19  

Table-19: Maternal Mortality Rate per 1000 Live Births, 2000-2003 

	Year
	National
	Rural
	Urban

	2000
	3.18
	3.29
	2.61

	2001
	3.15
	3.26
	2.58

	2002
	3.91
	4.17
	2.73

	2003
	3.76
	4.02
	2.70

	2004
	3.65
	3.87
	2.53

	2005
	3.59
	3.80
	2.48


Source: BBS, SVRS

6.2  Monthly Health Expenditure 

Monthly health expenditure by ailing patients in the preceding month as shown in Table-20 indicates that at the national level it stands at Tk. 164 for both sexes, 161 for male and 168 for female. In the rural area, such rate is slightly lower, it is 156 for both sexes, 161 for male and 151 for female. In the urban area, it is 197 for both sexes, 160 for male and 280 for female.

Table-20: Monthly Average Health Expenditure by the Patients (30 days preceding the survey) 2005

(Taly)

	Residence
	Both sexes
	Male
	Female

	National
	431
	396
	465

	Rural
	383
	342
	422

	Urban
	597
	592
	601


Source :BBS, HIES, 2005.

6.3 :Total Fertility Rate

The total fertility rate (TFR) of the country declined over the years. In 2000 total fertility rate was 2.59 at the national level which declined to 2.57 in 2003 and 2.51 in 2004.. The rate of reduction of TFR is very slow 

Table-21: Total Fertility Rate by Residence, 2000-2003

	Residence
	2004
	2003
	2002
	2001
	2000

	National 
	2.51
	2.57
	2.55
	2.56
	2.59

	Rural 
	2.67
	2.70
	2.69
	2.84
	2.89

	Urban 
	1.90
	1.91
	1.94
	1.73
	1.68


Source :BBS, SVRS, 2004.

7. Situation of HIV/AIDS (GOAL - 6)

Human Immune Deficiency Virus (HIV) and Acquired Immune Deficiency Syndrome (AIDS) are of growing concern in the field of health. Government of Bangladesh is fully aware of this issue and taking measures to create social awareness against this deadly disease. Though the identified case of HIV/AIDS is not very high in Bangladesh, the high prevalence rate of the disease in the neighboring countries poses a potential threat for us. Reliable data on HIV/AIDS are not available. However, some information pertaining to perception about the disease is available in Bangladesh, which is presented below:

Knowledge of HIV aids and the percentage who know transmission can be prevented by having only one faithful uninfected  sex partner and using condom, every time has been presented in table 22. It is observed 
Table 22  Knowledge of preventing HIV transmission

	Residence
	HIV Heard of AIDS
	Percent who know transmission can be prevented by

	
	
	Having only on faithful uninfected Sex Partner 
	Using a condom every time
	Knows both

	National
	65.1
	49.8
	42.8
	37.3

	Rural
	57.2
	41.8
	34.9
	29.6

	Urban
	83.2
	67.8
	60.5
	54.4


FArom the table that at the national level 65.1% ever heard of HIV/AIDS and the percentage of rural people who heard about HIV/AIDS is 57.2%. Such percentage is comparatively (83.2%) in urban area. The two popular meeting of preventing of HIV/AIDS were known to 373% ever married women at the nation level 29.6% in the rural area and 54.4% in the urban area.

8. Environmental Sustainability (Goal-8)
8.1 Proportion of Land Area Covered by Forest 

The proportion of land area covered by forest in the country stands at 17.50% in 2002-2003 . It was 12.81% in 1990-91.

8.2 :Access to Safe Drinking water  

Access to safe drinking water has improved tremendously in Bangladesh. According to the latest MICS 97.4% households have access to safe drinking water which was 89% in 1990.

Table-23: Access to Safe Drinking Water 

(Percent)

	Year
	National
	Rural
	Urban

	1990
	89.0
	88.0
	96.0

	2003
	97.4
	97.0
	99.0

	2006
	97.6
	97.1
	99.2


Source : BBS, SVRS

8.3:  Access to Safe Toilet 

Access to safe latrine (water–seal and Pit Latrine) increased to a great extent in the recent years. In 1990, the access to safe latrine was only 21.0%; it increased to 53.2% in 2003. In rural areas, it increased from 16% to 48.2% and in urban areas, it increased from 40% to 70.7%.

Table-24 : Access to Safe Toilet, 1990-2003

(Percent)

	Year
	National
	Rural
	Urban

	1990
	21.0
	16.0
	40.0

	2003
	53.2
	48.2
	70.7


9.   Global Partnership for Development ( GOAL  8 )

Bangladesh is a member of the United Nations and committed to uphold the policies of the UN. Bangladesh has made significant contributions in UN peace keeping mission in different war ravaged countries. As a Muslim country, Bangladesh has friendly relations with all brotherly Muslim countries. It is a potential member of OIC and working for peace and progress of the Muslim Ummah. Bangladesh has also made positive contribution to non-alignment movement and participated in the last conference held in Malaysia.

Bangladesh has also excellent relations with various UN agencies such as UNDP, UNFPA, UNICEF, FAO, WFP, ILO and UNHCR. They contribute to the development of Bangladesh in many ways. These agencies are also working closely with GOB for achieving MDGs. The UN agencies took specific responsibility on monitoring and evaluation of MDGs. Bangladesh has also excellent relation with European countries and the European Commission is contributing to various development activities of Bangladesh. The other developed countries like the US, UK, Japan, Australia, Canada, Newzealand are also participating in different developmental activities of Bangladesh.

9.1 Access to Electricity, Telephone and Mobile Phone by Residence 

Access to electricity has improved over the year. According to HIES-2005, the access to electricity stands at 44.23% at the national level which was only 31.2% in 2000. Access to telephone is only 2.87% at the national level and that of mobile phone is 11.29%. It is encouraging that the use of mobile phone is increasing rapidly. Even people in the rural areas have access to mobile phones 6.05%

Table-25 : Access to Electricity Telephone and Mobile Phones by Residence 

	Residence 
	Access to

	
	2005
	2000

	
	Electricity
	Telephone
	Mobile Phone
	Electricity
	Telephone
	Mobile Phone

	National 
	44.23
	2.87
	11.29
	31.2
	-
	-

	Rural 
	31.19
	0.33
	6.05
	18.7
	-
	-

	Urban 
	82.61
	10.36
	26.73
	80.4
	-
	-


Source: BBS,  HIES  2005 
9.2 Access to Computer and E-mail 

Data on access to computer and e-mail was not collected in earlier survey of BBS. Information regarding access to computer and e-mail has been collected only in   HIES 2005. The provisional findings is given below :

Table-26: Access to Computer and E-mail 

	Residence
	% of household have reported access

	
	Computer
	e-mail

	National 
	1.36
	0.20

	Rural 
	0.17
	-

	Urban 
	4.88
	0.81


Source : BBS, HIES, (provisional) 

10. Problems of Present Surveys in Providing Data on MDG 
The problems of present surveys in providing data on progress of attainment of  MDGs by gender and other issues are as follows:

●
The periodicity of data collection is not regular. Therefore, data could not be provided regularly.

●
The coverage of some surveys are not adequate to provide data beyond national level such as household income and expenditure survey, child nutrition survey etc.

●
Delay in publication of data due to lack of trained manpower for data processing.

11.
Suggestions for Improvement of the Current Surveys for Regular Monitoring of MDG in Bangladesh

.

●
Data of all surveys need to be tabulated by gender.

●
The frequency of the present core surveys need to be streamlined and be conducted in equal intervals. The core surveys include Household Income and Expenditure Survey, Labour Force Survey, Child Nutrition Survey and Demography and Health Survey.

●
The sample size of the on going surveys needs to be enhanced to provide reliable MDG indicators at the sub national level.

●
The time lag between data collection and data publication needs to be reduced substantially .

●
Adequate resources should be allocated to BBS to conduct priority surveys with wide coverage.

●
The collaboration between data producers and users needs to be strengthened through seminars, workshops and symposium.  
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