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Description of planned national data collection efforts on disability:  

In order to help plan WG pilot testing and implementation activities, we are interested in learning about surveys or censuses that will collect data on disability and are planned to take place within the next 3 years. 

The information you are submitting this year is a new entry; 

Since we collected information on all questions last year, we would like to know if:

 The information you are submitting this year is an update on information submitted last 

year, or;

If there was no change from last year’s report on these questions (in which case, you need 

to inform us, but you do not need to complete the questions again this year). 

If you are submitting a new entry or updating information, please follow the instructions below. 

· Answer questions 1-10 if there is a plan to collect data on disability within the next 3 years through a survey, census, or through a disability module on a special survey such as a labor force survey.

1) Name of the survey or census: 

          a). I discussed about this with Mr. H.R. Gunasekara, Director,DCS yesterday and following decisions were made in this aspect.

We are planning to conduct a pilot survey on Disability Statistics (in 1st Quarter 2009) in several steps. 

                    The first step is to develop a questionnaire to collect information on disability (Questionnaire will be developed using the questions developed by UN and WHO on Functional Disability. 

                     The second step is to train few enumerators. 

                     The third step will be to pre-test the questionnaire in the field and do any modifications if needed.

                     The forth step is to conduct a pilot survey to check the possibility of identifying persons with any disability at listing stage and thereafter collecting the data using the finalized questionnaire.

                     Our main objective is to adopt this procedure in the Census of population and Housing in 2011. 

2) Name of the administering agency:  Department of Census and Statistics, Sri Lanka 

3) What is the date of the next data collection? (dd/mm/yyyy) 1st Quarter of 2009

4) How often will data on disability be collected (periodicity of survey)?

     Not yet decided 

5) What is the sample coverage (is the sample national, regional or more local; does it include the entire population or just certain sectors)? For example, the sample coverage for the U.S. National Health Interview Survey is national, representing the non-institutionalized civilian U.S. population.

We are planning to cover household population in selected 2 districts covering Urban, Rural and Estate sector households.   

6) What is the sample size: (please indicate if it refers to persons or households) 

    About 1000 households (Note yet decided)

7) What is used for the sampling frame?  

We will update the F1 s of selected Census Blocks and list disabled persons before administering the pilot survey.

8) What is the manner (mode) of data collection (check all that apply)?  

           √        Face to face interview 

                     Self-completed questionnaire 

                     Telephone interview 

                     Direct observation and measurement (examination) 

                     Other (please specify) 

9) In what languages are the survey offered / administered? 

    Sinhala , Tamil and English 

10) If questions on disability are available, please list here or append. 

      Click here if questions appended. 

Administrative records 

11) Do you currently collect or do you plan to collect information on disability from 

administrative records? 

                                          Yes 

                                  √      No 

Use of the short set of Washington Group questions on disability 

12) 

a) Have you included the short set of Washington Group questions on disability on any 

national surveys, censuses, disability modules, or pre-tests in preparation for national data 

collection? 

              Yes                            √      No (Not yet) 

b) If not, what is the main reason the short set of Washington Group questions on disability were not included on any national surveys, censuses, disability modules, or pre-tests in preparation for national data collection? 

What other national activities related to disability data collection have taken place since the last Washington Group meeting? 

(This could include training activities, provision or receipt of technical assistance, or any other activities related to the improvement of data collection or its use for policy purposes. We are interested in all activities related to the collection of disability data; do not limit your response to Washington Group activities.)

I have gone through the 6 questions identified in the earlier meetings from participants who have participated in earlier meetings on Disability Statistics. Since DCS have not tested these questions in the field yet, I can’t comment on them at the moment. Even DCS has planned to conduct the pre-test of the questions this year we had to postpone that event due to the urgent requirement of conducting a special enumeration in the Northern and Eastern provinces of the country. However, we are planning do the pre testing of the questions in the 1st quarter of 2009.   

In order to do the pilot test we need technical and financial assistance from ESCAP.

I am planning to send the proposal before the end of this year.

Comments on WG strategic issues and planning: 

Are you willing to serve on the WG steering committee? 

       √    Yes 

              No 

