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INTRODUCTION

The Republic of Maldives is an Indian Ocean archipelago located 600 km south of India extending from 0 degree 42 minutes 24 seconds south of the equator to 7 degrees 6 minutes 35 seconds north. It consists of 1192 small islands forming a chain, scattered across 820 km in length and a maximum of 120 km in width within an area of 90,000 sq km. The Exclusive Economic Zone of the Maldives extends over an area of 859,000 square kilometers. For administrative purposes, the 26 natural atolls of the Maldives have been classified into 20 groups, each of which is referred to as an "administrative atoll".

The islands are low lying with an average elevation of 1.6 m above main sea level. Few of the islands have a land area in excess of one square km and only 199 islands are inhabited. The capital Male' with an area of about 2 sq. km. accommodates 35 percent of the country's population of 298,968. The total land area is estimated to be 300 sq. km of which only 10 percent are suitable for agriculture.

The climate is tropical: warm and humid, with two pronounced monsoon seasons. Daily temperatures vary little throughout the year. The average maximum temperature is 31° Celsius and the average minimum temperature is 26° Celsius. Relative humidity ranges from 73 percent to 85 percent.

Dhivehi, a fantastic language not spoken anywhere else on the globe, is the language spoken in all parts of the Maldives. English is widely spoken and can be recognized on sign boards, and even in the main newspapers and in some radio and TV programmes. In the resorts, a variety of languages, including English, German, Italian, French and Japanese, is spoken by the staff.

Male’, the capital of Maldives is located in the central region. Male’ would certainly count as one of the smallest capitals in the world in terms of its physical size. Different from any other island in the country, Male’ is a city of high-rise buildings and paved roads. It is the center of almost all business activities and the government. 

According to Population and Housing Census of Maldives 2006, the total population of the country is 298,968 (151, 459 Males and 147,509 Females). This population is scattered over the 194 inhabited islands. The remaining islands are uninhabited islands excluding the 88 islands developed as tourist resorts and 34 Industrial islands. 

ORGANIZATION MANDATE

Ministry of Planning and National Development’s objective is to promote national development through effective planning, to ensure optimum and sustainable utilization of available resources, to facilitate easy access to infrastructure and services for all Maldivian through population and development consolidation strategies, by the year 2010 and to guide balance development and enhance the quality of life.

The Ministry of Planning and National Development (MPND) is by legislation the authority responsible for the formulation of National Development Plan and formulate policies and regulations on national statistics and coordinate statistical data collection operations in the Maldives.

The Statistics Division is within the Ministry of Planning and National Development. Hence, the Statistics Divisions of the ministry is responsible for  compilation and publication of national statistics, coordinate statistical data collection operations in the Maldives and conduct surveys like household income and expenditure surveys and compilation of CPI, compilation of GDP and national accounts statistics, publication and dissemination of statistical information, approval of statistical 

rules and methods for authorized statistical surveys of ministries and government agencies., conduction population and housing census in every five years and establish and strengthening the capacity and mechanisms of atoll and island level data collection. The total number of staffs currently working in the section is 34.
The Statistics Division functions with three technical sections. They are: 

1. Demography and Social Statistics Section

2. National Accounts and Economic Statistics Section

3. Statistics Coordination and Dissemination.

These sections are further divided into seven units. They are:

Demography and Social Statistics Section

· Demography Unit

· Poverty and Social Statistics Unit

National Accounts and Economic Statistics Section

· National Accounts Unit

· Short-term Indicators Unit

Statistics Coordination and Dissemination.

· Survey and Training Unit

· Coordination and Dissemination Unit

· Data Processing Unit

FUNCTIONS AND ATIVITIES OF THE SECTIONS AND UNITS

1. Demography and Social Statistics Section: 
 It is the mandate of this section for conducting the population and housing census in every five years. This section collects analyses and publishes statistical information concerning social, economic demographic characteristics of the population Maldives and its environments and to monitor the poverty status of the country.
Demography Unit: This unit collects analyses and publishes statistical information concerning social, economic and demographic characteristics of the population Maldives and its environment. This information is collected through population and housing censuses conducted every five years.  The census covers information on economically active population and labour force characteristics and focuses on various other social aspects, required for 
social policies, labour market analysis and evaluating demographic changes over time. This unit will also produces population forecast and projections and life tables and analyses demographic trends.
Poverty and Social Statistics Unit: The main purpose of this unit is to monitor the poverty status of the country and produce socioeconomic indicators for the country. This unit would initiate the Vulnerability and Poverty Survey for the country, produce the poverty line for the country and analyze the poverty status. This unit is in charge of developing and maintaining the Millennium Development Goals monitoring and evaluating tool “DevInfo” customized to Maldives “MaldivInfo”. Also to update and maintain the data needed for monitoring the SAARC Development Goals and other localized indicators. Socio economic indicators are produced gender wise from this unit.

Below are some of the publications issued during past six months by the Demographic and Social Statistics Section. 

Printed media 

· Maldives, Population and Housing Census 2006, Summary Table  

· Maldives, Population and Housing Census 2006 – Island Level Tables 

CD

· Maldives, Population and Housing Census 2006, Summary Table  

· Maldives, Population and Housing Census 2006 – Island Level Tables 

· maldivinfo,  a software adaptation to Maldives compilation of indicators from different databases.

These are also made available on our website: www.planning.gov.mv

Upcoming publication this year.

· Analytical Report , Population and Housing Census of Maldives, 2006.

· Census at a glance

· Census 2006, Key findings

· Gender disaggregated data sheet, Census 2006

· Island Level indicator sheet, Census 2006

· Atoll Profile (20 Atolls), Census 2006

· Gender fact sheet.

2. National Accounts and Economic Statistics Section: Responsible for compiling, analyzing and disseminating reliable national account statistics and short-term main economic indicators to guide short-term macroeconomic management and long- term development planning. 
Expanding the range of economic information available through the system of national accounts and timely dissemination of these information to decision makers both in the public and private sector is expected to facilitate and result in improved macroeconomic management and private sector business decisions.

National Accounts Unit: performs various tasks relating to the compilation and analysis of national accounts. The unit is involved in the process of estimating, forecasting and projecting the main macroeconomic aggregates and national accounts. This serves as a basis for preparing development guidelines and the national budget. It also analyses the performance of the corporate and public sectors, the effects of economic, social and development policies on aggregate and sectoral performance. The Unit members also participate in the work of overall statistical team.
Short-term Indicators Unit: In charge of producing Development Outlook report annually, Quarterly Bulletins (facts and figures) on short-term indicators, macro economic budget extrapolation (quarterly GDP estimates based on short-term indicators). This unit is also in charge of production of quarterly Production Index, Producer Price Index and Unit Value Index of imports. Other responsibilities include monthly production of Consumer Price Indices. 

3. Statistics Coordination and Dissemination: This section is responsible for carrying out functions to plan, manage and evaluate the major statistical work carried out by the Statistics Division and other statistical units of the government that contribute to National Statistical System,  surveys, data processing, data base management, publication and dissemination and training.

Survey and Training Unit: In charge of conducting all surveys required by the Statistics Division. And designing the sampling frames, developing questionnaires and tabulation plans, planning field operations and timely implementation of planned surveys.  
The survey unit has the following survey cycles.

· Tourist Expenditure Survey (TES) 



  every two years

· Household income and Expenditure Survey-Male’ (HIES)   every five years

· Household income and Expenditure Survey-Atolls (HIES)   every five years

· Small Establishment Survey (SES) 



  every three years

· Large Establishment Survey (LES) 



  every year

· Statistical Register of Companies (STATREG) 

  every year

This unit is also in charge of facilitating statistical training within the country, at basic and diploma level by coordination with Maldives College of Higher Education. Thus, the unit will function in developing standard statistical training modules, prepare training materials required for training statistical personnel, in collaboration with the college.

Coordination and Dissemination Unit in charge of dissemination and tabulation of collected data from various organizations and preparing statistical reports and publications for printing. This unit is also responsible for disseminating data to national and international organizations. The other task of the unit is to prepare most of the statistical publications published by the Statistics Section of this ministry. Furthermore, it is also a joint task to train staff members from atoll and island offices from across the country to increase their statistical awareness.
Below are some of the publications issued by this ministry every year in which the unit has the ultimate workload till it reaches the public.

· Statistical Yearbook of Maldives

· Statistics Calendar of Maldives

· Maldives Key Indicators

· Maldives at a Glance

· Monthly Bulletin of Statistics

· General dissemination

Data Processing Unit:  In charge of planning and operation of statistical data processing. The improvement of information system as a whole, including the network and maintaining the database is also the responsibility of this unit. The unit also develops data entry programs and manages data processing. Maintaining standardization in the automated system, by using standard software in the Division is also a function of the unit. The aim of this unit would also be to establish an efficient information dissemination system.
Recent efforts to gathering disability data in your country
National Population and Housing Census 2000 – A question was asked about disability in this census.  The question was only asked to Maldivians.

Location – An electronic copy of the response to the specific question on disability is now held in CFPA files.  To disaggregate the date beyond geographical location, the original electronic data would need to be obtained from the Ministry of Planning and National Development.

Data Covered - The question asked, do you have any disability?  If the response was yes, the person was also asked to tick one of the following boxes: hearing, inability to walk, limps, sight, dumb or inability to talk, mental illness.  The responses to this data are disaggregated by gender and geographical data.  However, if the raw data is available, it may be possible to disaggregate by the wide range of other questions answered in the census such as housing, employment etc.

Country’s needs for disability data.

· The disability data that are collected comes from limited sources and does not fill full the requirement of a complete analysis. Information collected from these sources is bit and peaces and there is no full fledge disability survey conducted in the country which would provide necessary and adequate information. However the attempt of collecting disability data in the Census 2000 is remarkable which provides national wide information on disability. Nevertheless there were problems of definitions and information provided to enumerators was not sufficient enough to capture disability information accordingly. Hence, it vital and crucial to conduct a national wide disability survey and also include the set of questions by Washington group be included in the upcoming census 2011. It is worth noting that current requirement of disability information is much urgent than 2011.

2010 round population census

· The Schedule day for the next Population and Housing census is not yet confirmed, but it will be on March 2011.

· The Topics to be covered in the next census is not discussed yet. If separate survey on disability is not conduct by other relevant ministry or department, then we will be try to incorporate the disability question in the next census.

Issues and capacity building considerations

· 1) Future plan on collecting disability data
· Our interest to conduct a Disability survey was placed in the first ESCAP meeting that was held in Bangkok, Thailand. We have also placed our interest to be part of the selected countries to pilot test the Washington Group disability questions. As a result we have been selected among countries to pilot test these question. This will be carried out in the year 2009.

· Negotiation is ongoing with Ministry of Employment and Social Security to conduct a disability survey in the year 2009. However, funding for the survey is included in the government budget though approval is still pending.

2) Problems to be solved
· Major problem that was encountered in the previous attempt was mostly definitional problems. These however will be solved if the Washington group questions are to be used. 

· In additional proper training is needed to solve the rest of the problems faced in the last attempt.

· Funding if not approved would result in no national wide disability survey conducted and would limit our selves with the information that will be collected in the census 2011.
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1) Name of the survey or census: 



Disability Survey 2009 or Population and Housing Census of Maldives  2011

2) Name of the administering agency:



 Ministry of Higher Education Employment and Social Security and Ministry of planning and National development

3) What is the date of the next data collection? (dd/mm/yyyy) 

 Date has not been confirmed but likely in Mid Year 2009

4) How often will data on disability be collected (periodicity of survey)?


Only in 2000 census first we collect disability data for national level

5) What is the sample coverage (is the sample national, regional or more local; does it include

the entire population or just certain sectors)? For example, the sample coverage for the U.S.

National Health Interview Survey is national, representing the non-institutionalized civilian

U.S. population.

6) What is the sample size: (please indicate if it refers to persons or households)


For the census National level (Each household )

7) What is used for the sampling frame?


-

8) What is the manner (mode) of data collection (check all that apply)?

Face to face interview

9) In what languages are the survey offered / administered?

In local Language (Dhivehi)

10) If questions on disability are available, please list here or append.

Click here if questions appended.

Administrative records

11) Do you currently collect or do you plan to collect information on disability from

administrative records?

Yes            

Use of the short set of Washington Group questions on disability

12)

a) Have you included the short set of Washington Group questions on disability on any

national surveys, censuses, disability modules, or pre-tests in preparation for national data

collection?

No

b) If not, what is the main reason the short set of Washington Group questions on disability

were not included on any national surveys, censuses, disability modules, or pre-tests in

preparation for national data collection?

Major problem that was encountered in the previous attempt was mostly definitional problems. These however will be solved if the Washington group questions are to be used.
Comments on WG strategic issues and planning:

In additional proper training is needed to solve the rest of the problems faced in the last attempt.

Like the definition and proper tranning for the enumerators.

Are you willing to serve on the WG steering committee?

 Yes 
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