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Pneumonia continues to be the leading cause of infant deaths in Region XI
    Pneumonia continues to be the leading cause of

infant deaths in Region XI, from 2000 to 2004. In 2005,
however, this was replaced by asphyxia neonatorum.
From the record of the Department of Health XI,
pneumonia had an average rate of occurrence of 164.0 per
100,000 live births from 2000 to 2004.  The rate dropped
down to 134.5 per 100,000 live births in 2005, which made
it the third among the ten leading causes of infant deaths. 
  

Other common causes of infant mortality were
infection specific to perinatal period, respiratory distress
syndrome, congenital anomaly/malformations, septicemia,
disorder related to length of gestation, diarrhea and
gastroenteritis, heart disease and meningitis. 
 

From 2000 to 2004, pneumonia was the major
cause of infant mortality. This was at peak in 2000 when it
represented a rate of occurrence of 196.0 per 100,000 live
births. Its average rate of occurrence was 163.3 per
100,000 live births from 2001 to 2004.  In 2005, however,
asphyxia neonatorum, with a jump in its rate of occurrence
from 46.1 per 100, 000 live births in 2004 to 183.5 in 2005,

Figure 1. Ten Leading Causes of Infant Mortality, Region XI,
2003 – 2005.  

0
20
40
60
80

100
120
140
160
180

A. N
eo

na
tor

um

Peri
na

tal
 P

eri
od

Pne
um

on
ia

RDS

Malf
orm

ati
on

s

Sep
tic

em
ia

Diso
rde

r re
l. t

o g
es

tat
ion

Diar
rhe

a &
Gas

tro

Hea
rt D

ise
as

e

Men
ing

itis

N
U

M
B

ER

2003 2004 2005

 Not listed in the previous years but listed among
the ten leading causes of infant mortality in 2005 was
disorder related to length of gestation, which was at the
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replaced pneumonia as the topmost cause of infant
mortality. 
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Though it was not listed among the ten leading
causes during the previous years, infection specific to
perinatal period ranked second in 2005 with 125 number of
cases or 145.9 per 100,000 live births 
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Table 1.  Ten Leading Causes of
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Cause of Illness 

Asphyxia Neonatorum 
Infection specific to Perinatal 
Period 
Pneumonia 
Respiratory Distress Syndrome 
Congenital 
Anomaly/Malformations 
Septicemia 
Disorder related to Length of 
Gestation 
Diarrhea & Gastroenteritis 
Heart Disease 
Meningitis 
Source: Department of Health XI 
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